_, "Only A Mouthpiece!" 

Text: Micah 3:11,12, 

"Her heads judge for reward, and her priests teach for hire, and her prophets 
vine for money; yet will they lean upon the Lord and say, Is not the Lord 
among us, No evil can come upon us. Therefore shall Zion for your sake be 
plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the 
house as the high places of the forest." 

Scripture: Matthew 23:15-53. 

If I were to ask you, "What is a Pharisee?", most of you would answer 
they were men who observed the law. Some of you would probably say that 
they were men who were disliked and distrusted by Jesus and His followers. 
Both answers are correct. But, we should first of all state in fairness to 
them th t the Pharisees were the most religious people who ever lived. If 
the strict adherence to rules and regulations and laws were salvation, then 
the Pharisees would be the first in the kingdom. Their problem was they 
became overzealous to interpret the letter of the law. Here is where they 
came into conflict with Jesus Christ. We read as our Scripture a scorching 
attack upon these men, and how they were leading many to be d omed to hell, 
l _ jply because ikxx of their interpretation of the law. 

But the really strange thing about all of this is that approximately 8 
centuries teefore this a man stood before the leaders as well as the people 
of Israel, and condemned them for the very same things. Naturally he did 
not use the same language or speak out as authoritatively as Jesus, but his 
message was similar, and he was speaking for God. 

The mans name was Micah, and his message, sixistas is to be found in 7 
shoBt chapters in the book named after him. The portion that I am making 
reference to this morning is found in the 3rd chapter and zfes using the 
11th and the'12th verses. >/e read there, (read text). 

What Micah was saying was that it was money and not principle that guided 
the leaders in their dealings. lie is referring to judges accepting bribes 
and for/ruling in favor of those who could payithem the most. The priests 
fcxt takes to task because they cater to those who can influence them the most. 
xxxaxgEX&KixMHKxpaiiixfcxxxHiHKHKS A priest was the keeper of the sacred law, 
and it was also his duty to xEXsix reveal it to the people through his words 



-2- 
as well as by his life. The prophets were attavked by Micah because of the 
p ztlce of prophesying for money. In other words if a person came and gave 
them a certain sum of money, then the prophet would prophecy good things 
for that person, not speaking the truth as God would revela it through the 
prophet, but speaking what that person paid to hear. The art os£ devining 
was similar to that of fortunetelling. Those who divined told the future 
by casting lots, or observing flights of birds or some other things. It 
would be sort of like the amusing ways we tell it will be a hard xxk£k or 
easy winder by the stripes om the wooly worm, or by how early the birds head 
South or some of the other things we use as guides. But these people did 
not do it out of amusement, but for money. 

Anfl to compound the problem Micah points out, they do all of this under 
the guise of being religious, and having the continued protection of God. 
"Yet will they lean upon the Lord and say, Is not the Lord among us. No evil 
c ■ come upon us." So Micah confronts this group of leaders with their 
shameless and mercenary ways, and he passes a sweeping judgement on them h±± 
and on all their works. He says, "Therefore shall Zion for your sake be 
plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the 
house as the high places of the forest." 

He is telling them that Zion, which is another term for Jerusalem, will 
be destroyed, This prophet has the nerve to stand forth and shout that their 
beloved national shrine is to be completely and utterly destroyed. That it 
was to become just like plowed ground. All of their homes and things they 
own and hold dear. And most of all this an affront to even think of such 
dire circumstances for this is the City og David and the home of their 
beloved Temple, 

One of the oft repeated assurance of the priesthood and of the prophets , 
\ i that Zion would not be destooyed. God might ^unish the people for their 
sins and rain his wrath upon them, but He would never destroy His Temple, 
The religious leaders is almost to a man, were certain that Jeruasalem would 



-3- 
never be destroyed, oomehow or other God would intervene and not let this 
a >en. oo you can imagine how well received this bit of news was from this 
prophet. 

But Micah pointed out in his words, "J?or your sake." Bacause of you, this 
id going to happen. You are bringing it about. Bacause of you this must ffome 
to pass. Picture if you will how these people must have felt when hearing 
this distressing news. As they looked about them at the beautiful buildings 
and wonderful city, with its magnificent temple with its stately colimns and 
pillars, its courts and its altars, and all of this was going to be reduced 
to rubble. Could anyone bear this burden to even think of such wanton de- 
struction? But we do know that in 586 BC the city and the Temple were 
b.'.rned. Thus Micah 's prophecy did come true. But even with all of this 
history behind them, you would think that the Jewish people would have learned 
from experienc e . MK;C^XMSXKl^KXMXmsXKiaSXciZX3HMSil^.iSX&^KiS^a,:]^CK^^: 
t~ XggBBLCgttSWTtf rtf s" . :pj£ay:alXXtff nitfrf gXftTf ft nf '£ So it is not surprising that in the 
time of Jesus He was lashing out at the same kind of thinking and the same 
kind of people. But one need not stop there, we only need look at our age 
and our times and we can see that we are still surrounded by these kinds of 
people . 

In our nation today we see that the sins of our larger cities as well 
as the sins of our smallwr cities have increased by a large percentage. 
The crime rate is up, immorality is rampant, and in general sin is raging 
on all sides, 'rfhat a challenge that is set before the Christian in todays 
world, to speak out against the sin and corruption just as Jesus and Micah 
did. We cannot overcome sin andcdegeneracy by remaining mute, We need 
instead to become "Mouthpieces" as it were forvGod. What is a "Mouthpiece?" 
There are several definitions.. But the one I- Like is the' "daf initioE^tfetat-as 
% £ asfslangi A '"Mouthpiece according To this^eriaitton Is a lawye'r'," or 
,one t vrtiQ- stands- arid, pleads- anothers citse. * i icah~^leacted /God' s case" to the 
^peiefilev '"JesusCpIsaded^Go'cF §- case to €h'e ^eSpl^T Sio . 



" 
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that is 
In musical circles a "Mouthpiece" is an object yfamr placed on the end of an 

when 
inr -ument, and the instrument is played it helps to bring forth beautiful 

music. But if the "Mouthpiece" is just lying on a shelf or table, it is 

just that, "Only A Mouthpiece. " There is one other "Mouthpiece" that we refer 

to in life, and that is the xMHX±ta£±E&KX slang term we apply to a lawyer. A 

"Mouthpiece in this case is one who pleads the cause of another. And this is 

what we as Christians are to be and do. We are to be "mouthpieces "of God. 

This is what Micah was, and all the other prophets. We are to be prophets, 

not so much in the sense as Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Micah and the others. 

But to be Mouthpieces in that we speak out and for God. 

The hue and cry in our nation today is, "What is wrong with our nation?" 
What has happened to our leaders? 'Where are we to turn? " The answers to all 
of these questions remain with each of us undividually. If we do not like 
what is going on, and I think we can all agree we do not, then we must speak 
ou x and be heard. But again people ask, "What can nne person do?" 
(Illustration of man who braved the arena pg 86 Barclay, Matthew vol 2 ) 

Not many or perhaps any of us may ever have this kind of opportunity to 

make changes in the world. But a reformation or revival of any kind, begins 

with just one man. Someone must start it. It can begin in a aaaa private 

home, or where an individual works. But if one man or woman starts it, no 

one can ever know where it will end. A gxmqa mother in Charleston West Virginia 

questioned the textbooks this year that are authorized by the schhol borad 

as required reading in the school. Ov.e mother against a scl ool '■■ ■-'.. changes 

are being instituted in the system there. Perhaps we need to question what 

is being taught in our schools here, to see if perhaps there are influences 

being exerted on our children that should not be exerted. We can speak out 

by writing our president and our congressmen to lettthem know how we feel 

We can also speak out be voting . 
a 1 it some of the irresponsible things that are going on. XkxxxixxkHKXMK 

EaKxfeExxMaHti^isi^sxxaintxfegxsSxasxxKKXHHSsx The black commedian Dick Gregory 
says, "We can decide not to be controlled by a few degenerate men," and he 



Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus T giving thanks to God and the 
Father by Him. 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Butler, Pennsylvania 
Nineteenth Sunday Vter Pentecost October 1 3, '97^ 
Rev. Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Mrs, Marilyn Stephenson, Organist 
Mr. Ralph Cooper, Cho*R Director 
Shari Mc9rioe, Ellen Waster - Acolytes 

ORDER OF IVORSHIP M i 00 A.M. 
Prelude Music: "Dreams" Bizet 

^Beneath the Elmq" Veon 

Silent Prayer 
•Processional Hymn No. 7 "Rejoice, ye pure in heart" 
•Ascription - Choral Amen 
*Exhortati on 

•Confession (In Unison) "Gracious Goo, Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have promised to receive us 

WHEN WE COME TO YOU. 'Ve CONFESS THAT WE HAVE SINNED 
AGAINST VQU IN THOUGHT., WORD AND DEED. We HAVE DISOBEYED 

your law. we have not loved you or our neighbors as we 

should. f**«ivs us, god» and grant that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life! through uesu s christ 

our Lord. Amen." 

•Kyrie (Choir, Congregation and Pastor) 

•Assurance of Pardon - Choral Amen 

•Praise 

•Pastor". '0 Lord open our lips. 

•People: Ano our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

•Dqxology No, SRI 

Scripture Lesson: Matthew 23- I 3 — 33 

Hymn No. 252 "Take Thou our Minos, hear Lord" 

•Affirmation of our Faith (Apostles 1 Creed) 

•Gloria Patri 

•Call to Prayer 

•Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

•People: And with thy spirit, 

•Pastor: Let us Prav 

*Prayeh A«r Prayer Response 

——^.Baptism of Infants 

Offer i N£ 

Offertory: "Petite Pastorale" Carey 

Anthem: "I Love to Tell the Storv* 

Men's Chorus 






Sermon: "ONLY A MOUTHF I FCEl" 

Prayer and Lord's FraveR 
•Hymn of Dedication No. 253 "Take my life, and let 
•Benediction and Three Fold Amen ,t be 

Organ Fostlude: "Recesg ional" Baftiste 

_•_ ___ *C0NGft£GATI ON STANDING ----- 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have reen placed rv 

Mr. & Mrs. Roland Thompson in memory of Roland's 

"Father" Mr. Howard Thompson. 
Serving as Ushers today are*. *Wallv Feoer* John Snow, 

Mont MacKinney, James Maloney and Steve Vargo. 
Elder Rooert Tait «ill represent Council at the door 

today. 
Nursery will be provided todav by Mrs. Barbara Vargo 

ANr* Karen Kennedy. 
The attendance last Sunoav was 26^. 
The amount of 4 i 62 was collected last Sunday for the 

AMERICAN^Su^ffAV - You CAN STILL PUT YQUFi ENVELOPE 1H _ 

THE COLLECTION ANY SUNDAY THIS MONTH, j "t *-AM V' i-- ■-. ¥ 

■^Po sp » tali zed r Mrs. Amelia Oreher - BCMH; Mr. Everett 
•^ McCanoleSS -West Fenw Hosp. Pitts; Mr„ Leo Baldauf— Deemo!- 
Pamela Sue Gray born to Mr. & Mrs. Donald Eugene Gray 

Julv 26, 197'U- and Kelly Sue Mangel born to Mr. & Mrs. 

Richard Mangel on Aug. 23, \3fh - ga.pt* zed today. 
^^Tuebday - Oct. 15 - 5%<X)-f:00 - Soup and Salad Supper 
■^^ Please have items for the Bazaar table in by Monday 

and no later than tuesday mornl ng . tickets are 

available from circle chairman or most amyqne in one 

OF THE Cl RCLES, 

Wed. - 8:00 - Golden Circle - Bible Stuov iwith Rev. Link. 
Six (6) Women are needed for wheelchair aides at 

THE OeSHON FOR THtRD SUNDAY OF MQNTH, CONTACT 

Marilyn Stephenson 2&7~793S if you can help. 
Mrs, Leo Baloauf would like to thank the members of 

QUR CHURCH FOR THEIR PRAYER5 AND CARDS ANc FQR ReV. 

Link's vibits - her husband is a patient at Deshon, 
Mrs. Cooper appreciated the birthday cards she received 
last week for her bjpthday and wanted us to thank vou* 
^^^"churches in the biiti-er area ac sponsoring small group 
Bible Studies to re held in churches and homes. 
"Kick-off 11 Sun. will be Oct. 20. Norma Knaueh is 
small Group Capt. for our church and as such will 
organize our participation. 

./elcorae visitors, please come back 

6&TTT W»**ajf M-7,r *>£-&#** /%>&& j3w 



& having continued protection of G. h±±±xjhqe 2/ 
xxixxxHy, 

they will 1 sag upon She Lord and say, Is not the 
■■ ": us? Ho evil can cone upon 

Hicah confronts group & passes sweep judgement on 
them all & their works and says, 

" Tht fore, shall iion for jjjjir sak e be n lowed as a 
'i'-' , !.-. -. orusalem shall tiec.oHe haapa, infl the 
mC3ia£ain of the house as the high places oj fche 
. 

He tell them aion/which Jerus be destroyed 
This proph had nerve stand 4th & shout their natl 
shrine be complete/utter ;y destroyed. 
That it become like plowed ground 
All homes.o- what hold dear ruined, 

most of all this an affront to think beloved 
city of Dave destroyed, Be Beloved Temple as well 

/ 
1 oft repeated assurances of priesthood & proph's, 
Jerus never destroyed. 
G mite punish peop 4 sons h r n in rath on them, 
but He never destroy Temp 
rfelig ldrs almost 2 man, certain Jerus never destr 
Somehow 5 intervene .':. not let happen. 
U can imag how well receiv this news was 

But M. say ftx 4 ynrn- aaka, 
Because. o£_JJ this 2 happ 
~ U H bfin& about, because Of U this coiae , ass 

are if will how these eop must felt, hearing 
distressing news. 
as looked beaut bldgs, wonderful city, magnif Temp 
i1 columns, courts/altars, i all be rubble 

Could anyone bear this burden 2 even think this 
want 
But we know in 586 city/teq>p burned 
Mioahs proph cane true 
and from this history U think Jewish peop learn 
from experience 
jo not surpris in time Js , lie lash out same think 
same kind peop 
But no need stop there/look our time/age we 
see same peop. 

In our nation sins larger cities/1 sins smaller citi 
'ncrease large percent ge 

Jrime rate up ? immorality rampant/?; sin in gen 

rage on all sides 

a shallenge set b4 xpian 2days world 



"Only A Mouthpiece!" 

Text: Hicah 3:11,12, 

leads .lusK e for reward, and he y oriests t e-. 
fs hire, and he ' for money; 

wi-i they lean u )fd and say, 

us. UisEefore 
s"Ea5 a field , anrl 

of 
ligh ^lace. 

Question: What is Pharisee? 
most wood answer "Han who observed law." 
joine wood say "men disliked/distrusted by Js & dis, 

Both correct/but in fairness really relig peop 
Is strict adher relig laws/princip/reguls is salva 
then th's 1st in kingdom. 

Problem they overzealous interpret letter of law 
Here they came conflict Js. 
Jcrip this AM scorching denunciation these men, 
they lead many astray doomed to Hell, simply by 
their interpretation of law. 
But 3 centuries be4, nan stbod B4 leaders as well 
a s peop of Is ?-. condemned 4 same things. 
Naturally he not speak same auth Js, 
but his message similar 8s he speak 4 G. 

Kan named Hicah, his message in 7 short chaps. 

In 3rd chap 11,12 vss we read, (readtgrt) 
What Hicah say it was money not princip guided leads 
in dealings* 
He "efer judges accept bribes/rule in favor them 
! cater those can influence them most* 
Pr keeper sacred law & also his duty reveal it to 
peop thru words/3; life 
Proph's prophesy for money, 

if person came gave money, then prophesy good 
things that person. 
They not sneak truth as G reveal it, but speak 
what they want hear. 

Art of draining similar fortunetelling 
Those divined told future by oast lots, watch birds 
in flite. 
sort of like we amuse selves by tell it hard/easy 
winter by stripes woaley worm, or by how early 
; irds go south etc. 

But these peop no do amuse, but for money 
2 compound trub, they all do under guise relig 



What chance 2 speak out gainst sin/corruption, 3/ ~ 
just as Js & i lie ah did 
We cannot overcome degeneracy by remain mute 
'■>'■=. need instead become "Moutpieces" as were for G. 

WhVc is "Mouthpiece?" 
oeveral definitions 
My ic cic&les, a Mpiece is object placed on end 
ik_ jr. 

When instr. played help make beaut music 
ir ■■ ■ 
But if Mpiece just La^ shelf/table it "Only A Mpiece" 
There 1 other Mpiece we jo f a g - inw i if «-?T 
% that is slang term we refer 2 in life & that lawye 
A Mpiece this case, 1 who pleads case of another 

& this what we as xpians must/': should do. 

We 2 B mpieces of G. 

This what Micah was & all other proph's 
We 2 B proph's, not in sense Is, Jere , Ezek, etc, 
but B Mpieces in that we speak out Bs 4 G. 

Hue Ss cry in nat. what wrong our country? 
What happ leaders? Where we turn? 
Answers 2 all quests remain each us individ 
If not like what go on, (& all must agree we don' I 
then must speak out B herd 

But again peop ask, "What can 1 gerson do?" 

(Illustration one man in arenea) 
Not many us have oppor make change in world, 
But reform or reviv any kind begin 1 man. 
■Jomeone must start , & if 1 starts no know where end 

1 mother Charleston W.Va, start campaign gainst 
school books 
Fe aps we need check our system, instead ask what 
wrong with kids 

e can speak out by let pres, congress know what we 
want & do not want. 
We can go out vote 2 elect rt peop office 

Black comic Dick Gregory say, "We can decide not to 
be controlled by a few degenerate men," 3s he right 

We can use voice thru pen as well as vdcal 
But we need B mpieces by all we Sn,y '■■- do. 
By live closer G we show word/deed we witnesses 4 Lor 
in all of life. 

Let us never thinkselves be "Only A Mouthpiece" L V 

we must B more than that. Anyone can B just that 
unfort many xpians just this. 

G. needs each & every 1 speak out/witness 4 Lord 

all areas life . 

jet us ins ted each b that mpiece makes us instr 4 G. 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his 1 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



